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The fairies of Fairtown were small and sweet.
They had short hair, long hair, or hair that 
went past their bottoms and all the way  
down the stairs.
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The fairies looked after their hair. They liked 
trees and plants and putting nature in their 
hair. Flowers and twigs were perfect!
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Talla had hair growing from her ears!
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Talla hated it. She had to put up with the 
fairies that pointed at her, called her horrible 
names and made fun of her ear hair.
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There was a frightening forest near Fairtown 
where a wicked witch lived. All the fairies were 
afraid of the witch, but Talla knew that the 
witch had a cure for hairy ears.
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The forest was dark. Talla saw owls peeping 
at her from the trees. 
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Talla arrived at the witch’s cave. There was 
a horrible smell nearby. It smelt like manure!
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“Hello my dear, do not be afraid. Come into 



Talla sat down as she waited for the witch to 
bring her a cure. 
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“My dear, have no fear! The only cure for 
hairy ears is to chop them off!” the wicked 
witch said with a cackle. 
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Talla ran back to Fairtown and sat down  
on some stairs in a slump. “I will have to put 
up with my hairy ears forever,” she said,  
with a big frown.
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“Hairy ears? Come into my salon,” said 
someone from behind Talla. It was Tessa the 
hairdresser. 
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Talla sat on the hairdresser’s chair. The salon 
smelt like soap, and Tessa had proper gear for 
hairdressing. There were no shears in sight!
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“I can’t wait to get my hairy ears cured,” 
said Talla. 
“Cured? You don’t need a cure, your hair is 
perfect,” said Tessa.

21



“All you need is a nice new hairdo. Let’s put 
some curls in your ear hair,” said Tessa.
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“Do you like your new ear hair, Talla?” Tessa 
asked. 
“I’m not sure it’s the right look. Can we do 
something different?” Talla said.
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“Okay, let’s put your ear hair into braids,” 
said Tessa. “Do you like it like this, Talla?”
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“I do! But there is something missing. Do 
you have any flowers to put in my hair?” 
Talla asked.
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“Yes, I have lots of flowers and trinkets 



Tessa came downstairs with a big box that 
was full of earrings, hairbands, and hairpins 
that had flowers on them. “Take the ones you 
like,” said Tessa.
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All of the fairies in Fairtown were shocked 
at how cool Talla’s ear hair was.
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Talla didn’t care what the fairies were 
thinking, she liked how her ear hair looked. 
Talla liked having hairy ears!
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Hairy 
Fairy Ears

1. 	 Where do the fairies live?

2.	 How did Talla’s hairy ears make her feel?

3.	 What did the witch want to do to Talla’s hairy ears?

	 (a)	 Cut them off

	 (b)	 Pull out the hairs 

	 (c)	 Tickle them

4.	 What did Tessa do with Talla’s hairy ears?

5.	� How would you feel if you were Talla? Would you try to 

change your hairy ears?
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